February 23, 2001

Karl Zimmermann

Pranz & Zimmermann Homes
1304 N. -Central Ave.
Marshfieid, Wi 54449

Dear Mr. Zimmermann:

1 am writing to you in response to the proposed University of Wisconsin System
Budget requested by the Board of Regents. According to Marshfield News Herald, February 21
edition, the Board of Regents requested $179.5 million. The State of Wisconsin is countering with
only $56 million in funding. I hope you can express the following concerns at vour meeting with
legislators and the Board of Regents on March 7 in Madison:
1) access to higher education, 2) impact on UW campuses for attracting non-resident and
international students vs. other states, 3) value of smaller UW campuses, and 4). the overall
contribution of the University of Wisconsin, System to the State of Wisconsin

Access to higher education E

What effect will the shortage in state funding have on the accessibility of higher education by all

. students in Wisconsin? '
I received scholarships as a student attending University of Wisconsin-Marathon County. Due to
the low cost tuition, my scholarships were enough to cover my tuition expenses. How will UW
campuses afford to keep tuition costs accessible to all income Jevels of incoming students without

adequate funding for scholarships and financial aid?

Impact on UW campuses for attracting non-resident and international students
What effect will the shortage in state funding have on the ability of UW campuses to compete with
universities in other states?

pal

According to Bill Strang, past associate dean for external relations in the Scheol of Business at . -

“Non-resident students bring $652 million to the state annually...and the average international
student spends $25,000 annually.” -

Unfortunately, Wisconsin ranked last among Big 10 states in the percentage increase of state
funding for schools from 1994-1998. How will Wisconsin compete with other states to attract

non-resident and international students without adequate funding?

Vaiue of smaller UW campuses o
Smaller UW campuses belp keep costs down for larger UW campuses. Students can be more
spread out without overburdening the larger UW campuses. Smaller UW campuses also mean

smaller class size, meaning students can get greater attention from professors.

Smaller UW campuses also attract quality educators. As a student at UW-Marathon County, my
calculus professor just happened to be the author of our calculus textbook. This same textbook
was used at UW-Madison. How will smaller campuses be able to retain and attract quality
educators without adequate state funding?

Budgets allocate primarily to larger centers first based on enrollments. How will smaller UW
campuses continue to be fiscally sound without adequate funding?




Overall contribution of the University of Wisconsin System to the State of Wisconsin

What effect will the proposed shortage of funding have on the UW System’s total economic
contribution?

Again, according to Bill Strang, past associate dean of external relations of School of Business at
UW-Madison, the UW System is a $2.6 billion business. In the fiscal year of 1995, Strang
reported that UW-Madison had produced $3.8 billion of economic activity, while the entire
University of Wisconsin System produced $8.1 billion in economic activity, Strang advocated
that students who earn degrees from the UW System go on to help build businesses in Wisconsin,
earn higher incomes and produce more revenue. What effect will this shortage of funding do to
the future of economic activity resulting from higher education? )

I hope you will forward these concerns to the Board of Regents and our area legislators. 1 am
proud to say that I benefited from an education from UW-Madison and from UW-Marathon
County. 1 am also proud to live in my present community, home 10 UW-Marshfield/Wood
County. It is my hope that this proposed State budget will not deny any Wisconsin student an
opportunity for quality higher education from any UW System campus and will not contribute to
the loss of quality educators or “brain drain” from our UW System.
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BUDGET: McCallum includes funds for prison Budget Highlights

SPENDING LIMITS

Continued from A-1 lawmakers to give their seal of  However, Lippert sald she was  dends,” Shibilskd agreed. w State spending increases wendd be capped growth in persotul income,
funding for Marshfield’s biotech approval. “The Assembiy has excited about me OVernor's %cuwn McCallum aiso called for con-  gystem that 26 oter stales Eaﬁw&a vt it uﬁM m”m”ﬂsﬁ gmﬁﬂg fHojects ws”
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uses a patient’s genetic data for n. Russ) Decker have an endowment fund that would 1o %Bﬁﬁ@éag olher hlf of futur surpluses would be put into a rainy day fund for feture budgets

more personalized treatments, an  blocked & Hopefully, they have  be declared off limits to Jegisla:  income for nsin residents. "
interactive televised care program  seenthe handwriting onthe wall.”  tors. Interest earned on the  The govemor also calied for CORPORATETRGES . .
between the dimic and schools,  Decker, D-Wesion, said it was  money would go back into the several néw educational inifia.  WAVines that rave ther hubs n Wisconsin, incuding Midwest Express and Alr Wsoonsin,
and farm safety programs. uncertain whether the Demo-  state treasury and be spent fust tives, which drew praise from wouk! get a property & beask 1o er0ueae qrovdh i this saie.

“Twill fight to reinstate this ini- craticalty-controfled  Senate  likeincometaxes and salestaXes,  most area lawmakers. 8 The budget worsd crnge the way intorsats compais cakuta (e Copayate s they
tative,” sard Shibilski, D-Stevens  would approve the Republican The state projects that the fund Republicans and Democrats 9% Wiscorsin, The state would begin iing companis tuxsed o thelr sales 1t Wisconsin
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4 tittle room for new spending  it.” Decker said. “f would see using from mbly and Senate over ; ' .
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i outlook for the state. He pro-  to other states (o relieve over-  programs,” Lippert said, “This was finally passed in October, 8 The Desariment of P, Instnacion woukd ge 52 miflon [0 ke oans 10 S5hoo!de-
posed dodicating much of the crowding in its own prisons, Zien  would be a once-in-a-fetime four months after its June 30,

ses | pending Lo the three artas,  sad the same money couid be  epportunity 1o see thedollars that 1999 due date. ﬂw%wmﬁﬁaﬁa%ﬁm%ﬁ%_%gggg
ncluding. better spent here. But Shibliski  come because of a problem  “McCalium deserves {0 be W The Universdy of Wisconsin Systam campuses, Wisconsin Techo and
B 3540 mitlion for public  said it's more economical to rent  (smoking) ultimately be the soilt- en a chance to work with both Colleges

schools to meet the state’s prom-  space out-of-state in the short tion to many health problems.” cuses,” Shibilski said, %&% ﬁﬁc_mg ngﬁm ervice Agencies (CESAS) would b afrizd 10 estadish chaney

ise to fund two-thirds of public  term than to pay for permanent The proposal drew skepticism  Still, Senate leader Chvala, D-
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schoot costs. prison space in the long-term, from Democrais. . Madison, criticized McCallum's
001085 ion for medical . ~Violont cime has dropped in "It like taking out a sécond  budget for whal he cafec s, o T oo o Rgerts had ecpeste 31795 mon
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| Stanley and two other prisons,  &n enormots Hability”- Source of revenue and balance the University of Wisconsin 8 The Fox River Navigational System: Authocity would assurne responsiily for coeration
H expand two existing institutions McCaBuft flso formally intro-  the budget one time” said Rep.  System. The University asked for and mainerance of the Fox River lock systen from the federal govemment.

and create two new workhouses  duced his'y foposal to sell the Shirley Krug, D-Milwaukee. . an additionat $179.5 million in its B Mors than $100 milion in bonding ceverues would be provided for water podkution: abte-
M to add more than 3,000 nmate - state’s $5.9 in tohacco set- McCaliurs budget would also  budget request. ment afforts.
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“Trus means 400 " said Of that $1.3 million, sbout and education programs tolocate  such huge amounts of money in hxﬁ s would e :
Zien, R-Eau Claire, “This is $350 million would be used to there. corrections?” Chvala said. a4 z%uﬁn%@ﬁ E&Su%w. 5&3353& . _zfﬁr ot 5000
absolute joyous news.” pay for spending commitments “They have not been picked Both the Assambly and Senate 0 cnines ovur 65 provide drug 2ssilance ko 1000 -
Zier, said Thompson was not  in the lastbu of McCallumsaid  yet, 50 we might havea shotatit™ must pass identical versions of T 9&3585 inctade 21 $54 milion | ot chid )
w._ﬁba:mﬂo recommend any new  the state o 557 million to* Said State Rep. Scot Suder R the budget before it can be sent ncreast car funding
ding for the prison, that was natance its books. Abbotsford, *I'd like to bring:a  back 1o the governor for his  SHARED REVENUE
built by the Dominion Venture “Pm net crazy about using technology Zone 0. ouf area, approval 1 The bedget woxlkd esact the rcommendations of the Keth Commission, which nclide
Group and was completed in $350 million (in tobacco money)  whether its Marshfield or else- dhwying Up & guaarter of 2 pesoent of stale sales tax revenues 1 local gavermenerts that coop-
early 2000. w0 cover the defidt” said State  where in central Wisconsin.” The Associated Press erate regionally.

“it shows that McCallum is a2 Rep. Kpﬂ»ba Envmn.w.
doer and a shaker” said Zien,  Pittsville, who also serves on the
who added that it was now up to state Tobacco Control Board.
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MILWAUKEE (AP} — Federat  Diego County ¢harged Ortiz with
agents and_police. captured. 2 kidnapping and bank robbery.

It could pay enormous divi contributed to this story Source; Office of Gov. Scott Melallum,




o | Randall Garrow
P.O. Box 132
Stanley, W1
54768
(715) 644-4906
I feel that the State of Wisconsin is wrong in calling for the elimination in FY
2003 of the current $1 million per year appropriation for community based AODA
treatment programs for TANF eligible families. And also at the same time the
elimination of the $7 million appropriation for Community Youth Grants which are
intended to imprqve the social, .academic and employment skills of TANF eligible
youth.. e . | |
;T.hé prabiem_;i_i} élimiﬁating'ti‘e'atmén_t _p_r(.}gr.az_'n's' in the State of Wisconsin is
that most of the communities in the state are dealing in intervention methods only
rather than prevention methods. Until the communities around the wise up and
start developing and running effective prevention programs that would save the
_ __State of Wisconsm money m the long run, treatment programs are needed to deal
with the proh}ems the youth are, havmg The State of Wlsmnsm would be puttmg
the_cart befo_re the horse by el_iminating the AODA treatment programs.
__The _S_.tat;e. of._Wiscbns__in should push for more éfi_'ecﬁye prevention 'programs
in all communities around 't'.he state. Tt is only through effective prevention
programs, that there would be a reduction in the number of interventions and

treatments in the state. The end result would be money saved. Until then,

TREATMENT PROGRAMS ARE NEEDED.

Also by eliminating the Community Youth Grants would be cutting the
pumber of programs geared towards prevention, which would only increase the

demand for more intervention and treatment.




Randall Garrow
P.O. Box 132
Stanley, W1
54768

(715) 644-4906

Thank you for your time.




Jeff Smith
Eau Claire
715 835-9294

We have heard the word accountability quite often lately.
What we need is ascountabxhty from our elected
| represematwes in Madison. |
We are told time and again by our representatwes of the
1mportance of education, that education is a priority.
We just aren’t told that it is a low priority with them.
The proposed budget from Governor McCallum proves
once again that it is all just lipservice. If education
were a high priority we would support our schools
_rather than deplete the needed funding. -

 Our governor would like us to think he is suppertmg the

SAGE program (which lowers class sizes) with the
money he has earmarked for it. Instead it falls
woefully short of what was pmmlsed when thzs
program was initiated. To continue the promise of
SAGE this budget should include over 60 million
dollars for SAGE rather than the 20 million it shows.
Instead it is proposed that the formula be changed
from around 25% of low income families in a school
to 50%. Thus, less schools will be eligible. Does this
sound like support for a successful program?

There is an increase proposed for the voucher program in
Milwaukee. The question may be asked ‘How does




that affect me?’. It affects all of us, because every
school district is forced to contribute to the
Milwaukee voucher program out of their already short
budgets. In Eau Claire we contribute over $100,000,
then we have to look for cuts in our schools to make
that up. How is this helpmg to strengthen our schools?

The governor also proposes cuts in the DP1. He proposes
that the responsibilities for testing our students be
shifted to a panel appointed by the governor. F irst they

o '-mandate testing for Grade advancement and
graduation then they propose we allow amateurs 10
develop this testing. We should be insulted. What a
lack of respect!

Speaking of a lack of respect, the governor proposes that
we should allow {\anuy g wm} 5 years military
experience be gr a lidénfe to teach. I am certain

- _many fine people. ceme from out of the military, but

~ shouldn’t our teachers be trained for the classroom?
This is the ultimate slap in the face to teachers and
parents. Is education taken seriously?

The proposed budget keeps the outdated revenue caps in
place, as well. We would hope that the experiences
faced by many school districts this year with rising
heating costs and medical insurance (40% in most
cases) would wake up this state to the fact that we
cannot restrict the budgets of our system so they can’t
even pay for the heat in our schools. There must be
some flexibility built in. Is this sound business?

There are many other shortfalls when it comes to special
needs, which is the most difficult areas for many




school districts to handle. When the budgets fall short
of meeting their needs, school districts have to make
very hard choices. These hard choices hurt our most
precious assets, our children, our future.

The answer we get most often from the state about school

funding is “we just can’t find the money’. Yet, when
there appears to be a project close to their self-
interests they have no problem finding the money.
When they feel it necessary 10 purchase a prison
“Poof” $80,000,000 suddenly appears. It seems to be
“higher priority to put people behind bars than it is to
give our children the greatest opportunities that we
can in our schools.

There are a great deal many shortfalls in this proposed

budget when it comes to educational needs. It is time
to put education where we all know it belongs. On the

~ top shelf. Education funding should be considered .

' untouchable, out of the reach of other special interest

groups. We must take care of our children and their
- future and we as adults must b-e_resp.onsible for
protecting the services promised for our children.

The message to our representatives is clear. Be

accountable for spending our tax dollars wisely. You
are stewards of our dollars we send in through our tax
system. As stewards you must use your conscious and
take care of our most important assets, our children’s
education and services. It is true: EDUCATION IS
OUR PRIORITY! Put your heart where your mouth
is, for an educated populace is what has made America
great.




BadgerLink is an electronic database of magazines and newspapers, made
available to Wisconsin schools, public libraries and home computers via
the Internet.

The Department of Public Instruction (DPI) currently funds RadgerLink
through the Universal Service Fund (USF}.

The Governor's budget would have DPI charge school districts for the
proiected increases of 73,500 in FY2002 and $150,200 in FY20032., Isn't
this simply moving the workload from the USF and transferring it to our
State Government? Do we really want more government work and expense?

Where will schools find money to pay for BadgerLink when most districts
are aiready operating in deficits due to frozen levy limits? It doesn't
take long to realize BadgerLink will be =& doomed resocurce 1f the
schools have to come up with the Iunding.

The USF bills each and every one of us monthly. in our phone bilis. Why
should the schools fund this project, when the USF is collecting the
revenue? Maybe. I'm missing a piece to the puzzle? I do know that 63
percent of Americans do not own a home computer. If children lose
access to this service at school the majority of our children will be
without this valuable educational tool.

The USF has the ways and means to raise revenue to operate BadgerLink
efficiently AND cost effectively. Please do not transfer this
operational burden to the DPI.




Public Library System Funding:

Publiec Library System funding has fallen below the benchmark cf 13% of
local library expenditures, for several vears. This benchmark is
outlined in WI. Statutes 43.312.

Taxes that were levied-- for libraries—are obviously being spent
elsewhere. That is just not right.

The State needs to get that funding level up to the 12% as required by
Wisconsin Law. Qur libraries are falling behind in services. We have a
great asset in our library systems. We should do everything in our
power to provide the services and leadership that our public library
communities, and patrons, deserve.
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River Heights Program Review
* January 10, 2001 --- Staff Meeting Information --Student Profile

River Heights --- THEN and NOW ---

Population 427 students Pre-K to 5 (Dec. 2000)
464 students Pre-K to 5 (June 2000)
453 students Kto5 (May 1999)
Economically Disadvantaged 57% (Nov. 2000)
53.69% (Feb. 2000)
56% (Jan. 1999)
‘Special Needs ~ CD LD S/L
o | 26% 24 45 (Dec. 2000)
y £76 students attend RH for CD services — 17 of the 26 students reside outside of the RH
attendance area.
31 38 45 (June 2000)
38 41 49 (May 1999)

ESL Needs (00-01)

40 students receive pull-out services
20 students receive in-class translation plus 22 students Pre-K

S (KES) -60/405 students -~ = 15% of the student population
“Race/Ethnicity
Asian Black Hispanic ~ White
30% 4% 2% 65% (Jan. 2001)
27% 3% 1% 69% (June 2000)
23% 2% 1% 70% (May 1999)

Program Initiatives
See River Heights school improvement initiative history attachment.

Bilingual Preschool — Bonita Pasch

(K) Break Through To Literacy — Jeanne Styczinski

K/1 Multi-age Classroom - Mary Begley/Paul Tennyson
Grade 1 Early Intervention in Reading - Sue Parker

Grade 2 Focus Classroom - Marlane Hayes

Grade 3 Soar To Success - Marge Ongna

Grade 4 ESL Concentration - Michelle Shufelt

After School Tutoring - Elizabeth Schuster

VISTA - Sharon Wilkins




Student Achievement

WKCE Resuits for RH students attending only RH - kindergarten through Grade 4

18764 students = 59 per cent of the students attended only RH
34/93 students = 37 per cent of the students attended only RH

"'--._WRCT at Grade3 .
WISCONSIN READING COMPREHQNSION TEST
:ZRiver Heights El ementary Schoot

Number of Students

Number School Above Performance
vear Tested FEnrofiment Percent Mean Median Advanced/Proficient
Total Ppssible Seore: 60
1987 54 77 70 514 54 50
L L Total Possible Score: 63
1998 75 93 81 49 B2 43
Tatal Possible Score: 87
1999 60 80 75 56.1 57 51
' 15%8, 63%P, 22%A
Total Possible Score: 69
2000 51 71 72 553 57 45

12%B, 63%P, 25%A

WINSS Data — WKCE at Grade 4

See data comparison on attached pages.
~--Results February 2000
---Reading Data
---Mathematics Data
---Area Schools Data

Rdg. Lang. Math Science Soc.St

82 76 82 8% 8g  Percent of Students Scoring Broficient/Advanced (Attending RH K-4)  Spring 200
. 7B 62 76 91 g2 Percent of Students Scoring Proficient/Advanced (Attending RH K-4)  Spring 1999
Rdg Lang. Math  Science  Soc. St

76 74 74 85 83 Percent of Students Scoring ProficientAdvanced (Attending RH §9-00 -FAY) Spring 2000

a7 48 81 80 TG Percent of Students Scoring Proficient/Advanced {Attending RH §8-99 -FAY)

Spring 1999

Percent of District

Total Enroliment  Mean
65% 51.7

S 4_6__%_ : | 52
64% 54.2

63% 565




River Heights --- NOW and 2001-2002

Student Enroliment and Staffing

PRESENT (00-01)
- Ratio Grade Enrollment District SAGE Title 1 Total

S {Oct. 00) Funded Funded Funded Staff
227 K 74 4 1 5
22711 72 4 1 I 6
221 2 68 3 2 5
24113 62 3 2 5
241 4 68 3 1 4
24/1 5 61 3 3
N 405 20 6 2 28
PROJECTED (01-02)
“Ratio  Grade Enrollment =~ 15:1 District SAGE Title 1 Total
S {Dec. 2000y Funded Funded Funded Staff
21 K 75 5 (0) 4 z 5
' 1 74 5+ 4 1 (177 6
2 73 5(+2) 3 2 3
3 66 5 (+9) 3 2 5
4 61 (+11) 3 3
5 67 (+5) 3 (1?7 4
416 20 6 2 28
Structure (00-01) o o _ Class Structure (01-02) ?2?
Pre-K o = s O Pre-K o Pre-K
K K K K K K K K
1 ] ] ] ! i 1 1

Grade | {ane-on-one inervention) Grade 1 (one-on-one intervention)

2 2 2 2 2
Focus Class
4 4 4 4 4 4
fixira Tencher — Title |
3 5 5

Teacher




'_WiiCE proficiency tevels hitp://data.dpi.state. wi.us/data/g.. dentsFAY & EligibleOnly=NO&Level=A-P

i,
School At what proficiency levels are my students performing over time?
River Heights El View By:  All Students * . . .
District .
Menomonie Area |
{A[l Enrolled FAY | ] FAY = full ¢priory academic yvear
Subject: Reading . - - .
Show: Advanced + Proficient * . * .
WHKCE - Grade 4 - READING
Advanced « Proficient
All Students in School Trend Data
_ River Heights El FAY.
o i . |
T
L 2
= A
E
%
{i.

Al Hhucdents in Sohool

Oct. 1997 Fr«n;dﬁd B Feb 2000
"River Heights EI FAY - Grade 4 - READING
Enrolled- ~ Advanced + Proficient
Oct. 1997 74 | - 69%
Feb. 1999 83 66%
Feb. 2000 57 76%

lofl F3/01 10:34 AM




-:WKCE proficiency levels http://data.dpi.state. wi.us/data/g.. sSFAY &SUBJECTI {)wMA&ElmbieOnh—\lO

Sehool At what proficiency levels are my students performing over time?

Ri‘vel‘.Heigh‘ES El View B}". Al S{udents . . - -
District .
Mentonmonie Area &
[All Enrolled FAY | ] FAY = full (prior) academic vear
Subject: . * Mathematics * *
Show: Advanced + Proficient * - . .

WHKCE - Grade 4 - MATHEMATICS
Advanced + Proficient

Al Stusienm in Schoaol Tfem:i Data

: Rwer Heughts El Fﬁ‘r’ '

100,

o By
i
&=
{

5

il
[

Gk

b

“ad

[

Auderts Ere

of 2
n

Farcent ©

&l Studerts in School

Ot 1857 SO Fepo1mes ﬂ Feb, 2000 _
' : Rlvei' Hezghts EIFAY - Grade 4 - MATHEMATIC S
Co Enrolled - '- Advanced + Proficient
Oct. 1997 |+ 747 | Rl
Feb. 1999 83 64%
Feb. 2000 57 74%

PGo to: ) ?!

Lofl F/3/01 10033 AM



River Heights Elementary School
Decision-making Structure
April 2600

Staff Input

| SAGE Meeting PreK-5 Once a month, Wednesday, 8:05 ~8:45 Committee Reports

Committees
["Assessment/ Technology Bilingual School _ famovative
Professional Dev. Committee Preschool Enhancement Instructional
Commmittee Committee Committee Methodologies

Committees meet as needed.

Representatives: : o :
3 Parents 1 Specialist or Special Education Teacher
1 K-1 Teacher 1 Support Staff Person
1- 2-3 Teacher .. . .} Instructional Assistant
1 4-5 Teacher 1 SAGE Coordinator
1 Principal
Governance Team meets once a month.

Principal




River Heights Building Design 2000-2001

Pre-K Pre-K
K K
age
1 1
2 2 2
Focus Class
3 3 3
4 4

2 2

Team

4

Hmong Refugee Children Grant
-Break Through to Literacy
-2 Pre-K and 2 K Classes
-Classroom ESL Interpreter

STAR Reading — Sue Parker
-Grade 1 (one-to-one instruction)

 READS Grant
- '(Readmg Evaluation And Demonstration of Success)

- -Foeus Grades 1 and 2
-Guided Readmg Insmctmn :

Pilot: Soar To Success (Houghton Mifflin)
-Systematic Reading Strategy Instruction

3 ¢ Bxtra .Tc_agh_e;—Tftﬂe S T e




RIVER HEIGHTS ELEMENTARY
Grade 5 2000-200%  Student Profile Information

84 students (2000-2001 school year - December 2000}

35 Students entered on 8/95 and remained only at RH
3 Students entered on 8/94 and remained only at RH

38 Total Number of Stucents who have attended only RH

38/64 = 59 percent Students were Grade 1 - Year 1 of SAGE
‘Results of the 38 students on the 4th Grade WKCE (Spring 2000)

. Reading Lang. Math Science Soc. St. Writing Prompt

Reading, Lang..Math. Science, Soc¢.5t.
Proficiency Levels

1=Minimal Performance

2=Basic

3=Proficient

4=Advanced

Wiriting Prompt:
1.0=Response is marred by errors
that obscure the meaning.
2.0=Response is poor; errors in coherence,
language, and mecharics begin
to obscure the meaning.
3.0=Response is scantly developed; frequent
©errors in mechanics. aﬂd language
Cand: lagses in‘logic : are dastr:acémg -
4 0= R@sponse s competent!y ofganxzed and
developed; adequate use of
language and mechanics.
5.0=Response is clear and well organized;
clear sense of purpose, with few
errors in mechanics and language.
6.0=Response is complete and superior in

N N S N Y U N N
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3 development; fine use of language
3 and mechanics as a2 whole.
3
3
3
3
3
25
2.5
2.5
2.5
25
2 12/38 (32%) RH Students scored 4.0 on Writing Prompt
82 76 82 8% 8% Percent of Students Scoring Proficient/Advanced (Attending RH K-4)
76 71 T4 85 83 Percent of Students Scoring Proficient/Advanced (Attending RH 99-00 -FAY)




RIVER HEIGHTS ELEMENTARY
Grade 5 1999-2000  Student Profile Information
Gender Male Female
93 Students (1899-2000 schoolyear - October 99) Oct.92 44 (47%) 49 (53%)
RH (K-4) 20 (59%) 14 (41%)
32 Students entered on 8/94 and remained only at RH
2 Students entered on 8/93 and remained only at RH
(1 Student was retained in grade 1 and 1 student was retained in grade 2}
34 Total Number of Students who have attended only RH
Race White Asian indian
34/93 = 37 percent Oct 99 71{76%) 21(23%) 1(1%)
RH(K-4) 26{76%) 7{21%) 1(3%)
Results of 34 students on the 4th Grade KCE (Spring 1999)

| Reading Lang. Math Science Soc. St Writing Prompt

X X X X X X

X X 4 4 4 X Reading, Lang. Math. Sciencs, 50¢.5t.

4 4 4 4 4 4 Proficiency Levels

4 44 4 4 .4 1=Minimal Performance

4 4 4 4 4. 4  2=Basic

4 4 - 4 4 4 4 3=Proficient

3 4 4 4 4. 4  4=Advanced

3 3 4 4 4 4

3 3 3 3 4 4

3 3 3 3 4 4 Writing Prompt:

3 3 3 3 4 4 1. 0=Response is marred by errors

3 3 3 3 3 4 that cbscure the meaning.

3 3 3 3 3 4 2.0=Response is poor; errors in coherance,
3 3 3 3 3 4 language, and mechanics begin
303 3. 3 3 4 to obscure the meaning.

e I L R 3 B 4 3.0=Response is scantly developed; frequent .-
303 3 B 3o veEs s ~ ' errofs in mechanics and language
3 3 3 3 3 3.5 and lapses in logic are distracting.
3 3 3 3 3 3.5 4.0=Response is competenily organized and
3 3 3 3 3 35 developed; adeguate use of
3 3 3 3 3 35 fanguage and mechanics.

3 3 3 3 3 3.5 5.0=Response is clear and wel organized,;

3 3 3 3 3 35 clear sense of purpose, with few

3 2 3 3 3 35 errors in mechanics and language.
3 2 3 3 3 35 6.0=Response is compiete and superior in

3 2 3 3 3 35 development; fine use of language
3 2 3 3 3 3.5 and mechanics as a whole.

3 2 2 3 3 3.5

2 2 2 3 3 3

2 2 2 3 2 3

2 2 2 3 2 3

1 2 2 3 2 3

1 2 2 2 2 3

1 Z 2 1 2 3 14/34 (41%) RH Students Scoring 4.0 on Writing Prompt

w0
—

§2 Parcent of Students Scoring Proficient/Advanced {Altending RH K-4)
79 Percent of Students Scoring Proficient/Advanced {Attending RH 88-88 -FAY)

76 52 76
67 48 &1

o
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'Iﬁ:’)‘ Early Chzldhaad
Children received 12 |
books. For atotal of §
fﬁﬁ‘books going
'tiome to families.
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For these are all

our children...

we will all profit by,
or pay for,
I

they become.

James Baldwin
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LEADING... the Way To Improvement

Building Stronger Communities for Children

1st Workshop Draws 86
Adults, 84 Kids
When Bev Haveﬂy applied for a

. community grant through the DPI,
she envisioned Barron County agen-

cies and CESA #11 collaborating to
improve their programs for families

‘and young children. She hoped chil-

" dren could be'introduced eatlier to
. books and that adults cos;ld benefit

from parcntmg Workshops The ini-

tiative that has emerged ~ “Building"

Stronger Communities for Chil
g . . N
dren” — is far larger than its planners

> far larg 1 15 plan
ever envisioned and continues to
grow in response to community sup-
POIt.

" Connecting Home
& School

To bridge the home-school gap,
several Head Start classes plan a
Grandparents’ Day.  Children -create
decorations for tables, placemats and
invitations and prepare food. Grand-
parents share a meal and enjoy the
company of children through finger
painting, block building, dramatic
play and circle time. Staff, other

community members or relatives are
happy to fill in as grandparents so
that each child has a special guest.

Part 1: Representatives from pro-
grams that serve families (Human
Services, Public Health, Head Start
and Early Head Start, Early Chid-
hood and Birth-to-3} formed the
Barron County Early Childhood In-
teragency Coordinating Council and
set 3 goals:

1. be an advocate fcr young chil-
dren

2. coordinate fazmiy cases among

agencxes /progeams

o3 'provlde parent workshops

The - first Werkshop focused on-

early brain development and how
parents can influence and enhance
the development of their child’s
brzin by interacting with their chil-

Pgrk Packs In

- Teacher Park Packs are the Wis-

consin ‘State Park System’s first go- _

anywhere curriculum and resource

- kit designed to teach middle school

students about sustainable forestry.

Teacher Park Pack lesson plans
and activities correlate with Wiscon-
sin Model Academic Standards. The
packs increase student knowledge of
sustainable forestry concepts and the
Wisconsin Park System, sharpen in-
vestigative skills and encourage criti-
cal thinking. Acuvities cover 4 areas:

dren. To encourage pareats to at-
tend, the evening began with a pot-
luck dinner for the entire family and-
childcare was provided during the
workshop that followed the meal.
Two dozen adults and their children
attended the Cumberland workshop;
more than 60 adults and 70 children
attended the Rice Lake workshop. .
This concludes the 1% of a 4 part '
series.  Part'2 in Januaty will feature
the 1st Book Project for toddlers. "

_ Part 3 wnﬂ featute Baby’s: 1= Book. |
- {for newborns) Part 4 will conclude

with theme units for teachers of eatly
chﬂdhood

* . Exploring the forest ~ rc_search '
flora, fauna & environment -in
shaping biodiversity of forests

' Searching for connections —~ for-

est as a community of interde-
pendent organisms

* Living on earth — how consumer
needs, wants & decisions impact
forests

*  Just for fun — “Treevial Pursuit”,

forest walk, trees & personality
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A cotiaborative effort by CESA #11, W DFL, Early Chlidbood, Birth-to:3, Head Start, Public Health, Dept. of Hum

WORKSHOP I/ -March 22, 2001  rssiontouse

bahy experiences affect the way your :

- baby's brain becomes “wired”. Factors
Rice La ke Tamter Elementary Cafeteria 77 e e oo
_ face-to-face interactions, oye contact,
5 00 7 00 p.m. physical proximity, touch and other
A primary sensory experiences such as

: smell, sound and taste, '

This workshop will explore the

importance of music and sensory

enyiched care giving and how to provide

it at a young age. It will include

"Coi\een Hannafm and Brian “Uncle Squaty” demonstrations of singing songs,
Schellinger use a wide variety of songs and fingerplays, action and movement
e : activities, and seasmyexperieaces at
nurhlfe Qnd deve!op your Ghﬂd‘S brdml Sensorystations will be setupto
Grea? f un far you and yaur young ones! - demonstrate interactive playand -
samplés will be sent home with you and
your child.

(Dinner & DOOR PRIZES included)
Come join us for another fun-filled evening of developing
your child’s brain!

- For more information call Carol Wallin, CESA #11, 715 986-2020. or register for this workshop by calling or sending in the form teld\\'f '
Q......Q..‘.'.?ﬁt‘ o 000 o000 00

here)
REGlSTRATION FORM
FIRST YEARS LAST FOREVER WORKSHOP !l - \
(please copy as needed) iy ; %
Name:
Address: Phone; Fegt
# of persons attending from your family: eafurng
Their names & ages are: CG‘};‘E“
Uncle Squaly
Return this form by March 1, 2001 to: Andsensory
stations

Trtimeng o8 Bew Haveoly + Toqee Kleww | TTHL Leke, W




My name is Cynthia Bodenheimer, tlive at 2109 Bdgewood Avenue in Schotield,
Wisconsin, | am here to speak as a parent of three school-age children. One of those
children is currently receiving services through special education.

The fack of relief from the revenue caps in the current budget puts the programs in our
schools at jeopardy. The lack of support for special education is disappointing. Qur
schools are the home of our children for six to ten hours per day. We all entrust the care
of our children to the people who work there. We'ask these people to teach, console,
guide, grade, handle emergencies, evaluate disablities, and help to shape these children
for the future. We ask the schools to meet more often with parents, keep them informed
of progress and problems, assess our children’s needs and meet them. Yet, every vear
budgets are subniitted that provide less funding for the education while our society and
the state law require more from the schools. The state tells me that my children need to
meet the standards and need to pass the tests, but you cut the funding forthe people in
charge of making sure my children succeed. You tell me; as a parent, T should expect
more from my schools, but you force the schools to make impossible decisions regarding

sy children because of the budget cuts. As.a parent -

My nine year ofd son has a high LQ. but is so'dyslexic he has trouble recognizing his
name on a chart. He attends classes each day that require-one 1o one or small group
interaction to teach him the skills he needs to become the park ranger he longs to be as an
adult. He has to learn to use technology, recognize sight words, and various skills to
enable him to be successful in school and to be ready for college. This costs the district a
great deal of money to meet his needs. The current budget and the proposed budget
seriously under-fund special education. Special education is a mandated program. The
district must provide these services to my son. What cuts must the district make, how

-many more children must they put in a regular education classroom, to make up for the

individualized and smalt'group instruction my son needs?

Why are we requiring our districts to make these decisions? Why must good, responsible
people be forced 1o choose between services that are desperately needed by our'children?
Parents, educators and every study ever published; say that kids deserve and require small
group interactions. The smaller, the better. Why then, do we continually have to go into
battle to save our kids and their right 1o an education? Please, do what is right Find-a
way 1o fund education. Lighten up on the revenue caps and fund the programs that you
require.




To Whom It May Concern,

I moved to Wisconsin less than two years ago to become a faculty member at the University of Wisconsin-
Stevens Point.

As an employer knows, a primary concern for a prospective employee is the quality of life in the new area
of residence. If you are concerned about the “Brain Crain” in this state, then you had better address the
spending in vour public schools.

The Governor and the legisiature of this state are entrusted with protecting the citizens of Wisconsin by
strengthening its institutions and thereby increasing prosperity.

Undermining the public schools is not living up to your responsibility. If you are forcing schools to live on
2 1993 budget (a cap which no legislator or governor’s salary suffers), then you are not heiping the public
schools. If you are taking money ($385,645) from the Stevens Point budget)} to help charter schools and
school choice, then you are not heiping the public schools. If you are cutting SAGE by 36.9 million, then
you are not helping the public schools. If you are cutting the shared disabilities cost from 36% to 33%, not
to mention the 68% originally promised, then you are not helping the public schools.

The firds Tor these solutions could be obﬁaine_d without any new spending by reallocating 2 portion of the
school levy tax credit (a $469 million component of the 2/3 school aid package which has never gone to
schools) from the tax credit use to direct educational use. This would cost the average Wisconsin taxpayer
in 2 $50,000 home approximately 33.75 a month.

You are elected leaders. You are, as all the graduation speakers claim, responsible for out future. If you
can’t teach the people that the future of their state rests on a iax increase of less than two nights out, less
than a new pair of cross country skis, far less than a new snowrmobile, then you aren’t leaders. You are nay
Sayers feeding on fear and ignorance.

Democracy has never been easy. Being a selfish bureaucracy has always been easier. We didn’t
. build this country because it was sasy. - We built this country because we believed in a community of =

";:-.f_indiv_i&i_ials. ‘We believed, o be an effective community; we must be an educated commumity. To be

“educated, we must work together fo share the costs and establish the quality.

This isn’t easy. But we all know this is what we must do. The proposed budget threatens the very basis of
our American ideals.

Sincerely,
Susan Morrison

Assistant Professor of Art and Design
University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point




GOVERNOR’S PROPOSAL ON DISTRIBUTION OF

By Fred Schlichting, Administrator

Cooperative Educational Service Agency (CESA) #12 18 Bewcgr- /{"“"-
/{-g klowd, cofp

Governor McCallum recently released his budget proposals. One of his proposals

changes the way the Department of Public Instruction (DPI) distributes some of the

federal aids it receives. The Govemor s proposal “requires DPI to distribute the

maximum amount of federal aids to school districts.”

On the surface this sounds great. Federai aids should be sent on to school districts to
promote the programs and services they were desxcrned to address.. The concern, however,
is that'not all issues and. pmblems that these monies are attemptmg to address can be dealt
with strictly at: the local school Ievel Often there are issues that are best addressed at the
state or regional levels, The' Govemor § proposal would not allow DPI to use federal
funds to address recvmnal or statewide issues unless the- lecak schools themselves
developed a mechanism to identify and agree on regional or statewide issues. Asking
local schools to identify and fund regional issues would be cumbersome at best and
probably would result in little or nothing that could get complete agreement.

Currently, the DPI retains a small portion of most federal grants for two purposes:
To fund DPI p051t10ns to adnumster the grants _

L Tca fund d1scret;onary crants for revzonai or statemds pi’Ojt”!CES These crrzsmts go
through competitive review to insure they address important regional or state
concerns in Wisconsin. Sometimes these discretionary grants even fund specific
d;smct concems deemed to have great 1mportance ' :

CESA #12 and the iocal schools of Northws:st Wisconsin have successfully used both
direct federal aids to schools and discretionary monies to meet the needs of children in
our region. Often when common needs are identified, CESA writes grants to access
discretion mom s o meet those needs. One successful example of this is the Parent
Educator he project has been funded through IDEA (special education)
discrehonary monies. The purpose is to train and have available parents of special
education children to work with other parents of special education students and the
school to collectively better meet needs of children rather than focusing on
confrontation and potential litigation.. This project has had great success in opening lines
of communications between parents and schools and creating partnerships to address a
child’s needs. DPI has been so impressed with this regional success that the program has
been gradually expanded statewide with funding through discretionary dollars. The
Governor’s proposal appears to eliminate DPIs discretion to address regional or statewide
needs like this.
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March 27, 2001

Joint Finance Committee Hearing
Superior, Wisconsin

Senator Brian Burke and Committee:

I would like to thank the distinguished panel for their time and willingness to listen to the
citizens today. Hopefully the information and testimony provided will be instrumental as the
Joint Finance Committee is challenged to make key decisions that will affect the communities n
Wisconsin and the future of our educational system. Decisions should concern what kind of
education and services best meet the needs of all our childrgg}.
We need schools that are healthy, energy smart,énv;’mmnemalfy sensitive, accommodating to the
needs of all learners, using up-to-date technology - that complement and enhance academic
excellence. Learning is a lifelong process, and resources are limited.

7B {éf‘gd! &"; i : g’f"

b

Increased expenditures and .costs.in he’a}th insurance, fuel, natural gas (and other utilities), and
contracted services not related to teaching and learning are depleting budgets. The revenue
increases are not sufficient to meet expenditures without the threat of cutting services or
programs. The vendors we purchase goods, services, and supplies are not limited or capped and
therefore we are expected to continue to maintain and do more with less. The same applies to

unfunded mandates.

We are fortunate 10 have an excellent staff and school board that work together to promote our
- mission in p_rpv__iding:.Q}J__pprtun_igi_es_for_Qur_._chi}dren-ihat result in positive, productive, and ..

- contributing members to society. When you feel you have a stake in 'your school/community,

you’re willing to work harder, make sacrifices, and protect and build up your highly personal
investment. Education is an investment in our children and our future.

We support the General School Aid proposal reiatihg to the two-thirds funding to include debt
service and construction. We further would support eliminating categorical aids and include
those associated costs with the two-thirds funding or provide full state funding for special needs
students.

Sincerely,

Gregg H. Lundberg, Ed.S.
District Administrator
School District of Maple
PO Box 188

Mapie, WI 54854




WISCONSIN EDUCATIONAL PARTNERSHIP INITIATIVE

140 West Elm Street, Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin 54729 ~ Teiephene (‘715)723-1181 Fax (715)723-8554

Superior Wisconsin - Joint Finance Hearing - March 27, 2001

My name is Julie Stafford and T am the project director of the Wisconsin Academy
Staff Development Initiative (WASDI). I want to thank Senator Shibilski for
introducing a motion to add WASDI to the state budget to provide funding for the
continuation of this very worthwhile statewide program.

WASDI has developed 365 Wisconsin teacher leaders who can help schools and
students meet increasingly higher standards. We have just selected the 7™ group
who will begin their training in April of 2001. Sixteen of those Lead Teachers live
and teach in this northern section of Wisconsin. The rest are geographically
distributed throughout Wisconsin leading and serving the schools and communities
you represent,

Gitche Gumee Academy

The Wisconsin Academy Staff Development Initiative has been highly successful
for the last six years in providing teachers throughout the Wisconsin with state of
the art professional development in science, mathematics, and technology
education.

WASDI received a six million-dollar National Science Foundation grant six years
ago to develop teaching centers or Academies in up to ten sites around the state.
This professional development program was modeled after the successful Cray
Academy in Chippewa Falls, WI. This summer there will be 16 such Academies
offered in Wisconsin,

Since 1995, these academies have provided one week professional development
opportunities (30 hours of direct instruction) for more than 12,000 Wisconsin

teachers.

Math, science, and technology are the backbone of many occupations and the type
of staff development WASDI provides helps teachers help students solve real
world problems collaboratively. In the Lead Teacher component outstanding
teachers receive training o be providers of staff development to their colleagues
and to provide leadership in implementing standards based education.

- Christa McAuliffe Kca’demy

The program has been federally funded for the past eight years because it meets
both critical national and state needs. Federal funding is ending so iftorder to keep
this successful program operating in Wisconsin it is necessary to seek state
funding. Please help support the Shibilski motion to continue this critical program.
Your support will be greatly appreciated.

Mui Academy

Project Directors: Dy, Julie C. Stafford A "€ il julie_stafferd@wetn.pbs.org
Dr. Billie Earl Sparks & Y& e billie_sparks@wetn.pbs.org




My name is Taylor Pedersen—I am a junior here at Superior Senior High School. 1 would like to
talk to you today about CTSO’s. Do any of you know what they are? CTSO stands for career
and technical student organization. Wisconsin CTSO’s consist of six organizations--FBLA----
DECA,---FCCLA----FFA—, Skills USA-VICA-and HOSA. Iam currently the Region I State
Vice President of FBLA-Future Business Leaders of America and a member of DECA-a
marketing organization.

I believe that CTSO’s are valuable because they encourage students to develop leadership skills,

gain insight into career opportunities, and to problem solve through competitive events and

community service projects. The business world today is looking for workers with effective

communication skills and the ability to work efficiently in teams. Through my experience with

FBLA and DECA, T have personally learned these skills. In truth, CTSO’s are better equipping

society with skilled employees and leaders. Currently these organizations are supervised by DPI
. and 1 am asking you here today to continue to actively support and adequately fund all CTSO’s.




Classroom teachers are expected to perform more and more responsibilities as a part of their day.
Many reasons contribute to this. As aresult of an increase in the number of special education
students (under new federal guidelines)they are now reconfiguring classrooms and giving the
general education teacher more responsibility for carrying out individual education plans.
Classroom size has a direct effect on the number of special education students. If students can be
given more individual attention at an early age, fewer students will be referred to special
education, - ' o o

Investing in smaller class sizes, through programs such as SAGE - although considered an
expensive proposal - would be money well spent. Programs, such as Project Star, have concluded
“students from smaller-classes substantially outperformed students from larger-classes on both
standardized and curriculum-based tests.. This was true for students regardless of ethnic

background and for students from inner-city, urban and rural schools.” - Another added 'bé_neﬁt,

according to researchers in Burke County, NC, is that classroom time devoted to non-
instructional activities, such as discipline, decreased from 20% to 14% in smaller classes.

Testing, alone, does not-increase scholastic ability. - With increased emphasis on testing, isn’t it
extremely important to put money on direct instruction?. Direct instruction is what will affect the
test scores. We work in a school that has SAGE in K-3 grade. We have seen the wonderful
results for both the students and the teachers. We highly recommend the continuation of the
SAGE program in the School District of Superior and we are against any budget cuts that would
hamper this program,

Name Address
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Dear Joint Finance Committee,

Please do not accept Governor McCallum’s proposed budget. Children
are our future. Their education is Jimportant. Why put more money into testing
and yet cut present programs? . There should be equal education for all
students. Revenue Caps do not make it eqﬁal Please consider your
res;aonsxbxhﬂes Some day these chﬂdren will have a voice.
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4622 South Findlay Road
South Range, WI 54874
March 26, 2001

Joint Committee on Finance

Wisconsin has always encouraged quality education for its youth; however, the quality of
education already suffers in lower-income communities because of an inability to fund education.
While some school districts across the state receive upwards of $9,000, $10,000, and even higher
amounts per student, the School District of Superior, and others like it, receive $6300 per
student, far less than the state’s average. Now, the proposed budget plus the revenue caps
threaten our students and scheols even ﬁ.lrther _

The revenue caps and the budget nutlmed by Scott McCalImn speﬁ econormc d;saster for our
School Dzsmct ‘Where is the logic that restricts revenues to a lesser amount than the QEO we
must offer? We: have. already had to cut staff and programs* ‘Now Superior must cut additional
staff and programs due to severe budget constraints and even then, figures indicate that Superior
will suffer an $800,000 shortfall under the proposed plan. This means more students per
classroom, fewer classes, books, and supplies, and a reduction in technology.

Meeting Special Educational needs also takes a lion’s share of regular classroom dollars.
Superior has more students that qualify for special needs than the state’s average in these
categortﬁs Yet, the propesed budget decreases aids in Special Education when it should be
mcreasmg them o :

'The ﬁxed pnces, such as fuei fm~ transpertatwn and heatmg, eiectncﬁy, and repazr continue to "
rise at percentages far higher than what the District receives through taxation and the amount
Wxscensm funds us.

Please take a good look a’s what revenue caps have done to us. and where the budget in its current
form will take us: deficit spending, crowded classrooms, elementary educatlon that lacks crucial
programs such as music and art. Locked in at $6300 per student, far below the state’s average,
Superior and districts like us cannot survive the proposed budget and the revenue caps.

Please give all our children an equal opportunity to gain a quality education by adopting a
friendlier budget for education and by adjusting the revenue caps to allow those of us under the
state average to catch up. Apply common sense and logic, elements that Scott McCallum missed
in the proposed budget. Continue to encourage quality education for Wisconsin.

Yours truly,

Lois M. Nelson, Grandmother




8 School District of Superior

o ' ' Superior Senior High School 2500 Catiin Avenue

Superior, Wisconsin 54880
SUPERIOR SCHOOLS
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- Joan Kiewit

CESA #12

Director of Special Education and Early Childhood Program Support
Teacher

Répresenting 4 Districts as Director of Special Education: Butternut,
Glidden, Mellen and South Shore.

Statement

By eliminating discretionary grants, small districts will lose the leadership
that has been pmvzd@d in the past. The ioss of 1eadersth can ultimtely lead
to the possﬂ)zhty of a loss of Federal funds becau_se Federal mandates cannot
be met without the leadership piece that is being provided through
discretionary grants,

The small amount of additional money that would come into the districts is
not enough to allow for setting up student workshops to assist in transition
services that help students become involved in their own planning for what
they will do once {hey graduate from high school. -Future Quest workshops
for. students arf: currently giving studaats epportunztzes to Iearn to be’ - -
'proactwe in their own plannmg, heipmo" them learn how to produce a
resume, fill out necessary forms for employment, independent living, future
educational oéportunities. Discretionary grants have been used to assist
districts in hiring parént educators to help parents become more active
participants on the Individual Educational Plan team for their child.
Discretionary grants have afforded districts the opportunity to try out
expensive assistive technology equipment to see if it works for a student
before making the purchase as has been possible through the Wisconsin
Assistive Technology Initiative. Discretionary funds have also been used to
begin Early Childhood special Education programs, and expansion to
provide training so young children with disabilities re being educated with
typically developing peers.

With the loss of discretionary grants there will be a loss of leadership in
providing for best practice in special education.



Reth Hamson Love
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I have been teaching in Wisconsin for fifteen years in four districts,
two here in northern Wisconsin and two on the eastern side of the state. |
also taught in a parochial school in Superior for one year. | have taught at
the middle school and elementary levels, both in the classroom and as a
resource person in Title 1'and as Reading Specialist.

[ am a product of the public school system and the state university
system of Wisconsin for both my undergraduate and master's degrees.
These experiences have allowed me to have a very broad perspective of
education in our state.

In each of the positions | have held, whether in my own classroom or as
support to many classrooms, | can say that the ratio of students to
teachers has and continues to be, a major factor in the overall success of
students.” Qastricts ‘have spent a great deal of energy trying to find creative
'ways to provide more teacher time for the mosi‘ needy of the students on
both ends of the bell curve in- Spemai Educa‘taon ‘and Gifted and Talented
programs. The S.A.G.E. program has provided the support that districts
needed to meet this important objective most effectively for all children.

The Drummond Area School District is a small, rural district. 50% of
our student population lives at or below the poverty level. We are also the
third largest district geographically in a depressed economic area. This
unigue combination of factors create as needy a population of students as
ever went 1o a large, inner city school. *Our students have many needs that

we are much beﬁer able: to meet now wnth fewer students and famzi;es with -

which to interact.

Being in regular contact with parents of 15 instead of 25 students is
very possible within the busy schedule of a classroom teacher. We have
been able to have greater, ‘permanent impact on the lives of our children and
their younger siblings through parent and family nights, as well.

Most significant are the results of the assessments for this year's
first semester, our first S.A.G.E. year, in comparison to last year at the
same time. In the Kindergarten last year 50% of the students knew all of
the letters by the end of first semester. This year 72% of our Kindergarten
students knew them all by the same time of the year.

Likewise, by semester last year in the first grades the average growth
in guided reading levels was 2.5 while this year it was 4.9. This despite the
beginning average reading level being lower this fall than last. This is due to
the fact that we are now able to meet with each student in a small group for
reading every day instead of just three days per week as in the past.

While numbers such as these cannot always be expected, the one
factor that all of these changes can be attributed to is our small class sizes.
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Eleanor Davis Oexemann
820 North 19th. Street
Superior, WI 54880
March 27,2001

To Thﬁ'Legis1aiure"s Joint Finance Committee: -

Tam the SUPERIOR AREA PTA COUNCIL PRESIDENT, A GRAMDMOTHER, and SENIOR
CITI.ZEN

_.PTA advocates for all chﬁdran and the Revenue cap law 1s harmmg our chlldren and youth They
- should receive. the best quahty educatmn they are entltied to get we can’t short change them

- they are the future SR
Spending caps area pmblem because the annual increase is too small, $220.00 per pupil per
year, regardless of school district expenses or needs must go higher.
Our schools have out dated books, computers and costs, teachers material, plus the wages, health
care, benefits, electricity, heat, and gas expenses. Cutting teachers and larger class should never
happen. Our kids need you NOW.
The Revenua Caps, cost for Spemal—needs Students the State aid for Special needs are too low
to cover costs.
We need the State pohmes to prevent cuts and increase Revenue limit flexibility. .

S - -:Four issues-SAGE, Revanue Cap Fiexxbﬂity, Specm} Educa;tion and K-4- in the cﬂmﬁxt of the

- severe deficiencies in Gov. McCallum’s budget proposal. Regarding SAGE full restoration of
K-3 funding. Regardmg K-4 funding on the same basis as K-5.
ALL students should have the same amount of money regardless of the area he or she lives
m«RICH or POOR

THANK YOU._f_or__your pamcipation to increase funding for Wisconsin public schools.

Sincerely,

/
i

(: Ll prevt jgc_w C /

- {-—’ ,?M»ﬂ-d—-u——“ﬂ-—..w
Eleanor Davis Oexemann




I currently teach a 5/6 split classroom in which there are 24 students. Of the 24, nine students
have special needs. Next year, because of revenue caps and limited staff, my fifth graders will be
in ¢classrooms of 32 students. Sixth grade students today have wide and varied needs ranging
from academic challenges, stressful and sometime dysfunctional family situations, and peer
pressures. In light of the violent tragedies that have taken place in our nation, we need to listen
and be pro-active in our young adolescents’ lives, These students need to know someone cares
about them, their feelings, and their needs. This cannot be achieved when class size is at a number
where getting in touch with everyone is almost impossible.

Rita Wallin

Grade 5/6 teacher
Great Lakes Elementary
129 N. 28" St. East
Superior, WI 54880




Sixty-five percent of adults with disabilities are unemployed. The Transition
discretionary grant prepares high school students with disabilities for life
after high school. Transition is one of the many programs that will be
eliminated by the governor's budget proposal.

Heany {Lodeck
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Hello, Pm Tamra Schindler. I would like to thank you for
allowing me to come here today to talk to you about a subject
near and dear to my heart: education. I am a kmdergarten
teacher at Spooner Elementary School. I love my job and I
love “my kids”. Each year I am intrusted with the duty of
preparing and shaping a new group of children’s lives and
futures. Itis a responmbﬂﬂ;y that I take very seriously and am
very passionate about. That is why I volunteered to come here
today to share with you some of my thoughts and insights on
how we can make education in Wisconsin even better.

This is my first year as a SAGE teacher and I can’t begin to
tell you what a difference it has made in my classroom. I have
gone from “crowd control” and “sklmmmg the surface” to
really teaching! The changes I have been able to make to the
currxculum are numerious. I have gone from just being able to

“present” a topic to really delving into it. We are able to do
many more science experiments and hands-on activities. At
“Center Time” I ean work with small groups of students,
addressing their immediate needs, be it remedial or
enrichment. I have personally seen the gains that my students

‘have made academically and it so exciting and rewarding. This
is the first year that I have felt truly satisfied and proud of the
work I have been able to accomplish. I know they willbe
leaving me with a solid foundation for first grade and I am
thrilled for them.

Not being a person who sits back and accepts “good enough”,
I want even more for “my kids”, and that is the reason 1 am
here today. To talk about the benefits of a state wide, state
funded 4-year-old-kindergarten program. In Spooner we have
one Pre-school program run by Mrs. Gozdzialski, for obvious
reasons everyone calls her “Mrs. G”. Every year the
kinderagarten teachers clammer to get her students. They
come prepared in so many ways. They are more confident and
familiar with a structured setting. They come to kindergarten
eager to learn more and with a good base to keep building on.
In the fall we always test the incoming students and then rank
them according to the number of points they earned. I looked
- back at the list from last fall and the 8 top students were in Mrs.
G’s program. Most of her other students scored very well too.




Unfortunately, a privately run pre-school costs families
money, which means many children don’t have this privilege.
Our school district has a 42% povarty rate. An “extra” like that
can’t be afforded. WEAC’s motto is “Every Kid Deserves a Great
School”. 1would like to extend that to say “Every Kid Deserves
a Great Start”. We have children who come to school not
knowing even the 8 basic colors. Equity is a must when it
comes to edueatxon Every child deserves an equal
opportunity. Public schools can provlde a safe environment
and many support services. Money spent on education should
be seen as an investment in a child’s future. How can we as a
soclety tell them that they “aren’t worth it”?

Furthermere, I feel that with all of the new mfﬂrmatmn we
are gaining from brain research, the sooner we can start
working with children the better. Of course, I'm talking about
a developmentally appropnate curriculum. A program that
allows a lot of exploring and hands-on materials where the
child can start to construct means for themselves.

In closing, when I talk to people about how the school year
is going, I'm always still amazed and in aw of the progress “my
kids” make. Ikeep saying that they're like little sponges! They
Jjust keep soaking up whatever I present to them. Its like they
can’t get enough that’s why I strongly believe that a 4«~y¢e:a.r~-oldw

kindergarten program would be so benefical to all children.
There are all those little minds out there eager to discover and
expore. Please help them to get off to a good start.

Thank you so much for your time and consideration.
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